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President Kennedy's challenge to Administration Cuba policy 
critics to propose specific alternatives has evoked a lively re- 
act ion o 

&1££lk f i- ~i] ± A number of editors anrree wi th the ? r e s :i a o r. t ( s ar pru - 
5i^CjJJL££L mont that tho se disnatisficti^with. his Curari ^pe rform - 
ance, B S_hould ,,n Q T _ reg.re , than merely say i "i';o r l v.e jm ^ of. to do 
J29J^-j?hX;$Z»" '^he A.dministration having itself : 'set the example 
of "earnest effort to reduce tensions and to lessen the danger of 
world conflict," its critics should set oufc a better course of 
action, declares the New York Times (similarly; Washo Post, Sto 
Louis Post -Dispatch, Ralph McC-ill, waiter Lirjpmann) 

The New Republic agrees that Administration critics "have 
little else to offer" beyond what has been done While in 
tfe.ch.tng con recently, John S„ Km -vat heard "nothing which would 
suggest fciiat the critics of Cuban policy have devised wiser, saner 
and more effective procedures than arc presently being followed., 11 
Hot/ever-. Harold E Stassen, viho finds Administration Cuba policy 
" unsatisfactory y " urges that Republicans should form a study 
group to explore the situation and to recommend constructive alter- 
natives c 

Q5^l£L?ilIi2ed Some .critics deny any obligation _ " to , chart the Admin- 
ii^'Jiii'iil 71 . istration^s L co'trrso." It "has no policy," assert 
^tsiTderf" HiTburn Alcers ("in "Chicago Sun -Times) and Arthur 

Krock (of HcYo Times K until it has, it is "a 
proper target for its critics" oven if they, too, lack a plan* 
Krock saysc The Wall Street Journal said: "The deeply disquieting 
chins is "khe seeming absence of any real plan" by the President „ 
If there has been any decision, the Journal adds* "it is to accept 
an intolerable coexistence with Soviet conquest in our hemisphere =>" 

The llei-j York Herald Tribune shares James Hes ton's view that 
perhaps "the bland exterior of Administration pronouncements" on 
Cuba "by no means reflects" all of Washington* s plans; but it says 
this docs not mean that people can "assume the Sphinx has a secret, 
merely because it is silent c " The President, it asserts, "has not 
done so vfeli on the Cuban affair that he csn expect the unquestion- 
ing trust of his countrymen- -quite the con'crsryo" 


Critics,!. Pro-oosals 

.CI.Qr>:-tT!e>itatp.-gs .opposing .thoCuba ooj.lc y sho w nn p^-yc^rr. ent on 
■^fly-one, set course : they offer a variety of remedies , The same 
is true among the general public, according to a Gallup Poll of 
Hay 1 in uhich the 29# opposed to Administration policy differ 
about what should "be done" (^9% support current policy, 22% give 
no opinion) e 

gponoiii^c Some ty pe of "eco nomic isolation" for Cuba, i s SToeci-. 
"S.qnoege 11 fled' by most critics c " The Washington Star advocates 

a ,J squeeze" such as the hemisphere applied to the 
Dominican Republic, which "fails short" of action by invasion or 
blockade n William S„ White opts for enforcing "a true and total 
quarantine" -sold to our hemisphere neighbors by persuasion if 
possible, "but by putting naked and limitless American economic 
force upon all breakers of the quarantine if -.to must*" The Scripps- 
Iioward ~qz:tj^vz also advocate "commercial and political isolation" 
for x/ne islando 

Arthur Krock asserts that "economic strangulation, is nonsense 
unless we impose a blockade of Russian shipping" to Cuba,, National 
Hcview recommends a blockade as "a concrete proposal,." But to 
Administration critic David Laurence, economic embargo is "hardly 
an effective program o 

^eal "}]o?g. j?*j. rm-, Scme_sugger.t ''beaming onr Cuban deman ds di r ect- 
ly'; with Russia I v an d" cos i t i voly " _ t polios c oi; ^ l>i l" a OcVo Rocke- 
feller urges that the President demand that the 
Soviet Union end the training of "saboteurs and subversionists' 1 in 
Cuba or "vie will be forced to take drastic action.," The Philadelphia 
Inquirer recommends demanding of Premier Khrushchev the date of exit 
for Soviet forces in Cuba — and "if he regards it as an ultimatum, so 
be it," the Inquirer asserts * 

David Lawrence argues that the U S,. "must face up to the need 
for a diplomatic break with Huosia to end the Cuban diie:nma " 
Former Sen< Knowland proposes that hemisphere governments >±n con- 
junction with the OAS> threaten to close all Russian embassies in 
the hemisphere until Soviet troops leave Cuba,, This failings 
Knowland advises trying a blockade «, 

Government There is , some s upport forgetting up a_,rcovernment~in-. 
~in~Bxile exile for the "Cuban people «, Life magazine would 

"figure out what kind of government we want to see 
replace Castro, foster it and dignify it by recognition^ !? In 
addition, William Buckley would have Congress authorise liberation 
sallies against Castro from U C S.- territory c Scripps- Howard, how- 
over, feels that it would be difficult to achieve agreement among 
the exiles on a government -in- exile; "and what it would accomplish 
is problematical, anyhow " 
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Mul tiple Other critics have two or more proposals* Scripps- 
Aotiorin Howard advises a quarantine 7 steps to end the transit 

of Communist agents among the Americas, blockading 
the island and military steps if needed « The Los Angeles Times 
calls for strict passport controls among the Americas and a 
quarantine,, 

Holding that the U,S„ should do whatever is needed to force 
a Soviet withdrawal, Hichard Nixon has urged support for the 
activities of exile raiders, and the use of forceful measures 
if necessary (similarly, Chicago American) Without commenting 
on the merits of Nixon's proposals, P.oscoe Drummond welcomes the 
appearance of "some political leadership which will give the 
nation not just good criticism but clear and concrete alterna- 
tives" (also, Wash* Star? Cincinnati Bnquirer, NoX Herald Trib )< 

But Administration critic Washington News <Scripps~Kowa.rd) 
concludes tnat Nixon "wasn't very specific," noting that he 
"declined to endorse" either a blockade or an invasion** Yet, 
he "mirrored the instinctive U S opinion that Castro- communism 
has l)Qen tolerated too long," it feels And William S a White 
dissents from the idea of using the Cuban exiles, holding that 
freeing Cuba is "the TJ.So's own responsibilityo" 
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